
From the Marblehead Experts: 

 “In Marblehead, you often win by staying in the best pressure and keeping your boat going fast, even if 
that means deviating from the fleet. Know where the current shear lines are—especially near Halfway 
Rock and Tinkers.”  
– Jud Smith, Marblehead native and world champion sailor. Smith has highlighted the importance of 
timing the sea breeze and understanding local current shears. He also underlines the importance of 
understanding how puffy clouds over Boston can signal a late-afternoon right shift—echoing the same 
observations in this guide. 
 
 “In Marblehead, the breeze off the Neck can feel great but turn inside out on the second beat. The key 
is reading where the next line of pressure will come from, not just what's working now.”  
- Tomas Hornos, Etchell and Star Class champion, based in Massachusetts, has spent considerable time 
racing in Marblehead. He often emphasizes boat handling and understanding microclimate variations 
near Marblehead Neck. 
 
 “You don’t win in Marblehead by overthinking. Get a feel for what’s working early, and trust your eyes 
more than your instruments.”  
– Dave Franzel, Founder of Boston Sailing Center and J/105 Champion. Franzel also advises watching for 
“false” shifts created by local topography—especially on the Tinkers Line and near Marblehead Rock. 
 
 “The current doesn’t just move fast—it moves differently on each side of the course. Get out early, test 
both sides, and make the call before the first gun.”  
– Will Welles, J/24 World Champion and Marblehead regular. 
 
Local Insight from Carter White 
Outside Course/Outside Line 

● Located ~3.25 NM offshore at 175° magnetic from Bell RG "FR" 
● Morning often calm, sea breeze fills ~1 PM 
● Breeze typically 130–150°, stronger offshore 
● Current flows left-right or right-left across course 
● RC often skews course right, but pressure is left — start at the pin and go left 
● Downwind: stay middle early, then favor left (course-left looking upwind) 
● After 3 PM: watch right side for late-day right shift 
● Clouds over Salem = sea breeze; wispy clouds = lingering land breeze 
● 50% of days are calm with rollers; in chop: keep twist and power, manage backstay 

The Halfway Rock Line 
● Located ~2 NM at 135° magnetic from Bell RG "FR" 
● More exposed to Danvers River and Salem Bay 
● Two currents possible: W/E and NE/SW — complicates downwind legs 
● Current may vary between start line and weather mark 

The Tinkers Line 
● Closest to Marblehead Neck 
● Can have up to 3 current directions on one leg 
● Land side often pays, but offshore sometimes better 
● Use tuning partner on split tacks to assess sides 

The Brimbles Line 



● Inner course near Salem Harbor, used by smaller boats 
● Frequent boat traffic creates square chop 
● Currents mainly W/E from Salem/river flow 
● Islands cause unstable breeze — prioritize shifts over pressure 

 
2025 Tides and Currents: July 24–27  Moon Phase: Waning Crescent — leading up to the New Moon on 
July 29, 2025. Tidal ranges will be moderate but increasing slightly each day. Tidal Range in Marblehead: 
Approximately 9.0 to 9.5 feet between high and low tide. 

Thursday, July 24: 

● High Tide: 5:29 AM & 5:50 PM 

● Low Tide: 11:34 AM & 11:35 PM 

● Moderate ebb in the early morning, flood starting before noon and building into the evening 

Friday, July 25: 

● High Tide: 6:12 AM & 6:36 PM 

● Low Tide: 12:18 AM & 12:53 PM 

● Peak current: ~1.5 knots ebbing around 7:30 AM and flooding by 2:00 PM 

Saturday, July 26: 

● High Tide: 6:56 AM & 7:21 PM 

● Low Tide: 1:00 AM & 1:37 PM 

● Currents continue ebbing strong in the morning, lightening midday, then steady flood into 

evening 

Sunday, July 27: 

● High Tide: 7:40 AM & 8:06 PM 

● Low Tide: 1:42 AM & 2:21 PM 

● Expect cross-course current building from the southwest by late morning 
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